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MARCH FOR OUR LIVES TACOMA
By Ayden Bolin

Tacoma joined hundreds of other cities and
1.2 million citizens to demand commonsense gun laws and protest gun violence on
March 24, 2018.
The “March For Our Lives” was a
protest and demonstration held centrally
in Washington, D.C, with sister marches
across the nation. According to its website,
the march was meant to raise public
awareness of gun violence in the U.S. and
to demand that political action be taken to
make schools safer.
The Tacoma march included approximately
1,600 marchers and several speakers,
including legislators Derek Kilmer, Kristine
Kildoff and Laurie Jenkins. In February,
Washington banned bump stocks, devices
that make semi-automatic weapons
function similarly to automatic weapons.
This decision was mentioned in many of the
lawmakers’ speeches.
“March For Our Lives is created by,
inspired by, and led by students across the
country who will no longer risk their lives
waiting for someone else to take action to
stop the epidemic of mass school shootings
that has become all too familiar,” the March
For Our Lives website states. “In the tragic
wake of the 17 lives brutally cut short in

Florida, politicians are telling us that now is
not the time to talk about guns. March For
Our Lives believes the time is now.”
For the last couple of months, gun
control has been one of the major debates
in the United States. On Feb. 14, Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland,
Florida lost 17 of its community members
in one of the deadliest school shootings in
U.S. history. Since then, students, teachers
and concerned citizens have been vocalizing
concerns about gun control, the National
Rifle Association (NRA) and responses
from the government, among other things.
During his speech, Representative Derek
Kilmer said, “All of the student organizers
for the March for Our Lives embody the
spirit of the nation.” Student survivors of
this shooting have been at the forefront of
this movement.
According to its website, the march was
meant to raise public awareness of gun
violence in the U.S., and to demand that
political action be taken to make schools
safer places.
In Tacoma, citizens gathered for a rally at
10 a.m. at People’s Park on Martin Luther
King Jr. Way, where numerous students,
teachers and local activists spoke out

alongside legislators.
After the rally, people started down South
9th Street, and ended around noon back at
People’s Park after a large loop. Along
the way, participants held up posters
painted with statements such as, “Listen up!
KIDS > GUNS (This will be on the exam),”
and “Enough! Vote out NRA!”
Kelly, a mother of six children, said she
came to the march because “we are tired of
nothing happening. Thoughts and prayers
and no action.” Her daughter, Piper, added,
“I just don’t understand why people do these
things.”
“The root of all of this is that weaponry has
changed since the creation of this country,
and I feel that legislation of said weaponry
can and should be open to change as well,”
Puget Sound sophomore Genevieve Caskey
said at the march. “My largest takeaway
was absolutely how powerful the stories of
individuals can be. The little sister of one of
my best friends was a speaker at the march.
She’s only 14.”
One major talking point of these
concerned citizens has been the involvement
of the National Rifle Association as a
lobbying group in politics. The NRA claims
to be a protector of the Second Amendment,

which states: “A well-regulated militia, being
necessary to the security of a free State, the
right of the people to keep and bear arms,
shall not be infringed.” In this way, the NRA
claims to be a civil rights group, aligning
itself with groups such as the NAACP and
the American Civil Liberties Union.
“The National Rifle Association is
America’s longest-standing civil rights
organization. Together with our more than
five million members, we’re proud defenders
of history’s patriots and diligent protectors
of the Second Amendment,” a blurb at the
bottom of the NRA website states.
The main argument against the NRA
as a lobbying group is that they are
sponsored mainly by gun manufacturers.
Gun manufacturer Taurus offers an NRA
membership with every firearm sale,
according to their website. Glock, another
gun manufacturing company, states on their
website that they had donated $350,000 to
the NRA in the years between 2010 and
2016.
The March for our Lives represented
one of the largest youth demonstrations in
recent history and The Trail will continue to
follow Tacoma’s involvement in combating
gun violence.
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Benefits Task Force discusses how best to serve staff
By Ellen Finn
Over the past two weeks, the University
of Puget Sound Benefits Task Force
(BeneTF) has held three forums for staff
and faculty to learn and ask questions
about benefits planning. The meetings
were held on campus on March 19, 21
and 28.
Every seven years the BeneTF convenes
and looks at the changes in the benefits
that are most important to staff and
faculty. They also account for changes
in prices within the healthcare industry
and changes in Washington state laws
regarding benefits.
The first meeting had 10 people in
attendance, and the second had around
25. Cindy Matern is the associate vice
president for human resources and is
co-chair of the BeneTF. “While it’s not
a lot of people who have attended the
meetings so far, I figure if you come to
the meeting you care and probably have
an opinion about something, which we
want to hear,” Matern said.
According to the staff and faculty
benefits page on the University of Puget
Sound website, the main goal of the
BeneTF is to holistically look at current
benefits to make recommendations.
Benefits are the additional assets offered
along with a salary that often include
health insurance, a retirement plan, and
child and elderly care benefits.
The task force gets community input
through staff and faculty forums and

through a survey put out in April.
Additionally, they benchmark against
regional companies and against other
colleges in order to attract and retain top
faculty and staff. They work together to
make recommendations and make a final
report to cabinet in December 2018. The
entire process takes about 18 months in
total.
The task force is made up of three
faculty members, three staff, and is cochaired by Matern and Katie Holmes,
director of compensation and benefits.
At the meetings, the members of the
BeneTF made it clear that they are not
charged with making financial cuts to any
benefits. They have a $21 million budget
and allocate that money to each aspect
of benefits as they see fit. The benefits
budget is “budget neutral,” which means
that no matter the University’s budget,
the BeneTF will always have the same
budget. “It is important to keep in mind
that if the task force wanted to improve
one aspect of benefits, they would have
to take away funding from another aspect
of benefits,” Matern said. “This is why
we make sure to get staff and faculty’s
opinions in the forum and survey we put
out.”
The staff and faculty’s medical plans,
retirement plans, and education benefits
take up about 70 percent of the benefits
budget. Other smaller parts of the budget
include life insurance, accidental death

and dismemberment, Medicare and
Social Security.
The BeneTF wants feedback from a
wide age range of staff and faculty. They
also look for a variety of single people
and coupled people, as well as people who
have children.
Matern notes that it is important to
hear from staff and faculty in order to
obtain updated information.
“It’s interesting because we are getting
different responses this time. Peoples’
opinions have changed. So it’s really good
to go out every several years and take the
pulse of your campus and find out what
people do care about. We can’t assume
it’s the same things from 10 years ago,”
Matern said.
Holmes and Matern noticed a specific
interest in staff and faculty retirement
plans at the informational meetings.
Multiple staff and faculty members said
at the meetings that they do not want
their retirement plan to shift or change.
The BeneTF presented staff and faculty
with examples of how they had the
potential to change medical premiums
for spouses and family members. This
would be done by putting money
from retirement plans towards family
healthcare. However, Matern said that
it seems that this likely won’t happen
because of the strong feedback based on
retirement plans.
“They don’t want us touching their

retirement plan. I will say our retirement
plan is more generous than any place
we saw when we benchmarked, so that’s
likely why. People like that; they’re excited
about that,” Matern said.
Another
major
aspect
of
the
presentations included explanation of the
medical trend rate, which refers to the
change in cost of hospital visits per year.
According to the BeneTF presentation,
medical trend averages about 12 percent
a year, which is significantly more than
inflation, which is only about 2 percent
per year. The task force explained to
the attending faculty and staff that
for example, in 2004, medical costs
comprised 20 percent of the total budget,
and now they make up 32 percent. This is
a trend all over the United States, not just
at Puget Sound.
“These meetings are meant to give our
community a voice in how we’re spending
a lot of money. But it also takes some
education that ‘budget neutral’ has pain
points. That means you have to give
something up,” Holmes said. “That’s the
hardest part for people to understand.
We can enhance a particular benefit, but
at what cost to other benefits?”
Staff and faculty can expect to receive
an email survey about benefits in midApril. The final benefits decisions will be
made in December.

Dexter Gordon honored as Regester lecturer
By Julia Schiff

Nancy Bristow described Dexter
Gordon as “a gifted teacher, brilliant
thinker and scholar, and an innovative
and imaginative leader and builder” while
introducing him as this year’s Regester
lecturer. On the evening of March 22,
faculty and students gathered for the
45th annual Regester Lecture. The lecture
is delivered by a distinguished member
of faculty, voted to give the speech by
fellow faculty. The speaker is honored for
their academic pursuits and intellectual
integrity.
This year, Dexter Gordon was the
featured speaker. Gordon is an African
American studies and communications
professor at the University of Puget
Sound, and is also a leader of the Race
and Pedagogy Institute (RPI). This year’s
speech was entitled “Race & Pedagogy: A
Yearning…” The speech focused around
issues of race, touching on Gordon’s
own experiences, racial issues within
institutions and the work of the RPI.
“We envision a society where the
systemic causes of racism have been
uprooted and in which we are energized
to reimagine a world oriented toward the
shared experience of liberation,” the Race
& Pedagogy mission statement reads.
Gordon’s speech loosely followed the

mission statement of the RPI.
The speech was focused around the idea
of “yearning.” He expressed throughout
his lecture the yearning for institutional
transformation. The central idea that
institutional transformation is necessary
was one Gordon frequently returned to.
He began by discussing RPI’s role in
influencing change, analyzing his work
with the Race and Pedagogy Institute,
liberal arts education, his early life in
Jamaica, and the racial dynamics on
University of Puget Sound’s campus.
Beginning with the accomplishments of
the Race and Pedagogy Institute, Gordon
launched into an appreciative recognition
of the positive work that the RPI has
done. He then discussed the priorities of
the RPI: “Our strategic priorities are to
work on curriculum practice, community
engagement and diversity initiatives,”
Gordon said, and elaborated on further
steps to create tangible change within
each of these priorities.
As the speech progressed, Gordon
used his own childhood experiences to
contextualize his understanding of race
and identity. “It was commonplace in
Jamaica to frame your life after school as
a period of recovery from the alienating
experience of British education,”

Gordon said. He went on to analyze
the importance of unlearning oppressive
concepts and asking important questions.
“How do we, who have been colonized as
belonging only to the margins of history,
grapple with such history?” he asked.
From these subjects, he branched into
a challenging discussion about the history
of racism on the University of Puget
Sound campus. He brought up repeated
instances of blackface on campus. His
slides featured a 2003 issue of The Trail,
where one of the front page articles reads,
“Blackface concern reemerges at UPS.” He
also mentioned the University’s history
of minstrel shows featuring blackface.
These shows have a history of mocking
African Americans; they featured white
actors in blackface presenting offensive
stereotypes to their audiences. Gordon
tied these instances of blackface to the
absolute necessity of transformative
action on campus, expanding to the need
for curricular reform and greater diversity
among faculty.
The speech was followed by a questionand-answer session. One woman
suggested that the grandchildren of black
students on campus during the early
minstrel shows be contacted and offered
free tuition. Another faculty member
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SECURITY UPDATES
The following is a summary of incidents
reported to Security Services occurring
on campus between March 20, 2018 and
March 16, 2018:
·
A student reported their vehicle
was broken into while it was parked in the
lot near the Wheelock Student Center.
Two backpacks left on the rear seat of the

vehicle were stolen.
·
Security assisted a student who lives
in a residence hall who had over-consumed
alcohol off-campus.
Crime Prevention
Crime prevention is a community
responsibility. Please do your part to keep
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asked about how to engage black students
as a white teacher. To this, Gordon replied
that keeping students engaged using
more current and accessible modes would
be beneficial. He expressed the need for
greater diversity in teaching positions,
citing that teachers in the Tacoma school
district are mostly white while the student
body is half people of color.
Gordon’s lecture expressed his personal
desire for transformation. He took his
audience through the different elements
of his mission for change, asking them to
participate in his “yearning.” His speech
was almost like a tour of his mind; each
concept seemed like an invitation to
discover ideas he has been developing for
years.
The Race and Pedagogy Institute
is hosting its quadrennial Race and
Pedagogy conference in fall 2018 on
campus, which regularly welcomes over
2,000 participants. This year, the theme
is “Radically Re-Imagining the Project of
Justice: Narratives of Rupture, Resilience,
and Liberation.” The conference hopes to
engage students, faculty, and the greater
Tacoma community in discussions of
transformation and progress. Gordon’s
Regester lecture was a small preview of
this momentous occasion.

The Trail is an independent, student-run organization funded by ASUPS.
The Trail seeks to produce a credible weekly newspaper that serves as a
comprehensive source of information relevant to its readership. The Trail acts
as an archival record for the university, serves as a link between University
of Puget Sound and the greater Tacoma community and provides an open
forum for student opinion and discourse.
Visit trail.pugetsound.edu for the full mission statement.
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Library reduces open hours

By Marcelle Rutherfurd

Students returned to campus from
spring break to find that the library had
posted a notice reducing the open hours
on Saturday. Saturdays are not a common
time to be in the library, but the loss of
a free study space an hour earlier than
normal had students wondering why the
change was made.
“We have always opened at 9 in the
morning on Saturdays — there is no
change to the hours of the library
opening for Puget Sound students,
faculty and staff. The change is in card
access. This means students can still
access the library but will need card
access until 11:00 a.m. We are closing
one hour earlier on Saturday evenings
based on the use figures, but also to
align our full-time staff member’s hours
with the new time that she is working
on Saturday,” Jane Carlin, the Library
Director, said.
From now on the Library will be
staffed by student employees from 9
a.m. to 11 a.m. This change was made
due to the fact that the full-time library
staff work incredibly long and late hours
so that the library can be open as much
as it is during the week. The restriction
on the time the library is open with just
students running the show was made
due to safety concerns.
“After the Parkland tragedy we had
some communication from a student
that prompted us to consider how we
might enhance our commitment to a
safe and secure space. ... We have library
staff working in the building from 7:30
a.m. through our late-night closing at 2
a.m.” Carlin said.
“Saturday morning was the only time
in which we did not have a library
staff member along with our student
employees. The library is very large,

has many nooks and crannies and is a
big building to monitor. We felt that
restricting access to members of our
community in the early-morning hours
and altering our Saturday staff hours to
start at 11 a.m. (when the library is open
to the public) was a step in recognizing
the contributions of our early-morning
student employees, while at the same
time providing a little more security
for those student employees,” Carlin
continued.
The concerns about library safety are
valid, especially considering the size of
the building and the fact that access is
open during the week.This is why the
library hires student security guards,
works with Security Services, and even
hires an independent contracting firm
to maintain the security of the building.
As one of the main hubs of activity on
campus, it requires more surveillance.
The restricted hours and access on
Saturday will allow for a safer library
experience for the whole campus.
As for the fact that the library will now
be staffed solely by students on Saturday,
this provides a welcome break for the
full-time staff who work extensive hours
during the week.
“I bet a lot of students do not know
that the staff that work the circulation
desk work a lot of split shifts to keep
the library open for them. I am always
so appreciative of their effort. We have
a staff member who opens the library in
the morning, Chris Dowd, often here
before 7 a.m. to get everything ready and
she has never missed a morning — rain,
snow or ice,” Carlin said.
“We also have a late-evening supervisor,
Tracie Clawson, who works until closing
and often does not leave the library
until 2:30 or 3 in the morning. The

other circulation staff members, Debbie
Hill and Cassandra Palmore, alter their
hours to ensure there is someone here
during evenings and weekends!” Carlin
continued.
During the Board of Trustees visit,
the school remained open despite the
fact that there was heavy snow and ice
in Tacoma and on the roads. The library
staff did not change their hours during
this time, and still drove their commutes
to and from school despite the weather.
Their commitment to the campus

community is impressive, to say the least.
The change in the library hours and
access times won’t affect the whole
campus on a major scale, but they will
affect student employees of the library
and full-time library staff. If students
have to leave the library early on Saturday
(or fumble to get their LoggerCard out
to swipe in during the day), it’s a small
price to pay for the level of service and
commitment that the library provides to
the campus community.
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Strategic plan interim reports released

By Isaac Sims-Foster

Over the next decade, big changes
can be expected in the fabric of the
University’s status quo, with this goal in
mind: “To flourish, to achieve its vision,
to become all that it hopes to be, an
organization’s special features are helpful,
its distinctiveness separates it from the
crowd, but its strategic advantage(s) are
most critical to its ultimate success. Rise
above the day to day and the year to year.
Imagine boldly,” says the webpage of the
Strategic Planning Steering Committee,
which was established last September.
In early March, this committee,
dedicated to the next decade of changes at
the University, released its interim report
to the broader Puget Sound community
for review. The committee consists of
affiliated faculty, staff, students, alumni
and trustees recommended by multiple
leaders of the Associated Students of the
University of Puget Sound’s (ASUPS)
legislative and executive bodies.
This interim report, found on the
University website, comes from the five
“Goal Teams” of the long-term project,
each with different missions to establish
new programs and strategies that will
affect the University’s future. The biggest
proposed changes include a reduction
of required graduation credits/classes, a
“Pathways” program that would replace
minors (unless the department exists
only as a minor), and three new physical
spaces called “Centers” around Tacoma to
increase community engagement.

Goal Team One has been called upon
to “advance institutional excellence,
academic distinction, and student
success,” according to the website. This
team has presented three initiatives:
“1) Create a Puget Sound education
that allows each student to author his/
her/their future. 2) Build a scaffold of
institutional and curricular structures
to respond with agility to social,
environmental and technological changes
as they arise, and 3) Enhance strengths in
graduate programs and increase linkages
between undergraduate and graduate
programs.” One program proposed by this
team suggests the University taking in
100 talented high school upperclassmen
to spend their final year of school at the
University and graduate with a degree in
three years.
Goal Team Two is aiming to “enrich
the learning environment through
increased diversity, inclusion, and access,”
the webpage says. Because diversity is of
“high priority” to this team, few concrete
plans are listed on their page as more time
is needed to properly address the issue.
Several mission guidelines that have been
discussed are open for public viewing.
“The members of our goal team have truly
given of their time and have approached
our work with determination and courage,
and with generous and generative honesty.
Our discussions have been wide ranging,
deep, and frank. This work has been and
is complex and emotional,” the page says.

The purpose of the third Goal Team is
to “support and inspire our faculty and staff
members.” This team has posted one large
initiative: “Reimagining engagement:
Time, Space, and Resources to Innovate
and Thrive.” The first order of the initiative
is to provide a single, large physical space
for faculty to “engage in lifelong learning
and professional development” on campus,
thereby encouraging more collaboration
and preparedness among professors of all
departments.
The rest of the initiative is dedicated to
changing the status quo of faculty for the
better, by creating a three-to-two teachingto-research ratio to allow professors more
time to conduct personal and careerbased research, newer and faster methods
for staff to attain tenure, and more flexible
and attentive compensation that reflects
the strain of the job.
The fourth Goal Team has been
tasked to “enhance engagement with the
community” via the possible investment
in three new physical spaces in Tacoma,
“which would bring together diverse
voices, perspectives, academic disciplines,
and resources, including communitybased knowledge, faculty/staff expertise,
and alumni experience. The goal of each
Center is to produce synergies with and
through our community with respect to
practical needs.”
The Center for Environmental and
Social Innovation would allow for the
Puget Sound community to engage in

local issues and work on problem-solving
through partnerships with organizations
and smaller communities in Tacoma.
The Eastside Community Center is an
existing initiative, already supported by
many other organizations in Tacoma,
that will provide a recreational space for
Tacoma’s east side. The Center for Healthy
Generations would provide “a day center
to support a range of cross-generational
developmental needs” in Tacoma, from
child care to senior citizen support.
The final Goal Team seeks to “pursue
entrepreneurial opportunities consistent
with our mission and values that will
expand the value of a Puget Sound
education, strengthen the institution
and our financial position, and enhance
our ability to anticipate and respond to
technological and social change.” Business
ventures under consideration include
a leadership institute to inspire and
provide people with the tools to impact
the world, a service program for students
interested in taking a gap year to provide a
“meaningful experience,” and a Wellness/
Happiness Institute to holistically attend
to the tolls of business and school work.
The Strategic Planning Committee
Interim Report is available on the
University website for a more detailed
look at all the above information, and
strategic planning update sessions are
being hosted throughout April.
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‘Walk Up, Not Out’ misses the mark on gun reform
movements
By Jackie Sedley

PHOTO CREDIT TO FLICKR USER LORIE SHAULL

Walk Up, Not Out is a recent movement in response to scheduled walk-outs occurring on attention to the issue of gun violence. While both movements demand accountability,
elementary, middle and high school campuses across the nation.
Walk-Outs are highly visible demonstrations that place the responsibility on politicians to
Sparked by a Facebook post by Texan and retired teacher David Blair, walk-ups urge create laws that ensure the safety of those in the United States.
students to focus less on civic engagement and more on individual acts of kindness when
The call to Walk Up, Not Out is as ineffective as it is irresponsible. The movement’s
attempting to prevent future gun violence.
approach seems to parallel the “boys will be boys” argument regarding rape, which promotes
This movement also deters people from focusing on gun control laws as means to limit teaching women how to avoid sexual assault rather than teaching men not to perform the
violence, but instead promotes social
acts themselves.
inclusion as a means to limit a student’s
Rather than teaching students not to
desire to commit such heinous acts.
commit violence, rather than instating
Despite the apparent intent of the
legislation to limit one’s ability to obtain
movement, Walk Up, Not Out entirely
a gun, children and teachers are being
misses the point of the March For Our
told that the responsibility lies in their
Lives protests. Student-led protests act
hands to prevent gun violence at their
as direct calls to government officials,
schools.
allowing the voices of those directly
It also may not be as effective in
affected by gun violence to be heard
practice as some may think. The students
and taken seriously.
receiving this “kindness” would be
Advocates of Walk Up argue that the
children that are already socially isolated,
movement is a much more proactive
and publicly labeling them as potential
alternative to protests like March
school shooters could have a serious
For Our Lives because kindness
effect on that child’s mental health.
toward others can be employed on a
The movement also has racist and sexist
daily basis, and can prevent potential
undertones. In an online article from
“student outcasts” from translating
AlterNet, contributor Kylie Cheung
their teenage angst into violence.
argues that while “we have no problem
While kindness is a virtue, an issue
with accepting black and brown people
as prevalent and devastating as gun
as dangerous, we pull out all the stops
violence demands to be approached
to humanize mass shooters hailing
with the same level of intensity that
from white communities. Women are
its perpetrators carry. Simple acts of
disproportionately affected by gun
consideration toward others cannot
violence, yet they are pressured to
Children hold signs during protest in D.C. after the Parkland shooting
promote the sort of widespread
proactively stop the hypermasculine
change that is so desperately needed
violence that targets them.”
right now.
Walk Up, Not Out places the level of
In addition, the Walk Up movement has severe victim-blaming implications. By convincing responsibility that should be held by policymakers and appointed officials onto children
students that their inclusion of their socially-estranged peers will limit gun violence, it and their schools, when they should already be protected by law. Any expectation of the
makes children directly responsible for the protection of their own safety.
nation’s youth to take on the responsibility of protecting themselves is both preposterous
This pressure places the blame for shooters’ actions on those who appear to be enabling and contradictory to the values this country claims to uphold.
dangerous behaviors by bullying or exclusivity.
Walk-out protests advocate for change at the government level, and promote legislative

Maine Republican drops campaign after tweet targets activist
and Parkland survivor Emma González
By Sarah Buchlaw

After calling activist Emma González a “skinhead
lesbian,” Republican Leslie Gibson withdrew his campaign
for the Maine House of Representatives on March 16, as
reported by the Washington Post. This is the not the first,
nor the last, instance of a powerful white man targeting
a woman of color’s sexuality in order to invalidate her
opinions and silence her voice.
After Feb. 14 of this year, there are very few Americans
who haven’t heard González’s name. A survivor of the
Parkland, Florida school shooting at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School (MSDH), González and her
classmates are leading a national movement to demand
gun control.
“I am Emma González. I am a bisexual Cuban,” the young
activist proudly declared at the 2018 Equality Florida
Miami gala, where she and the MSDH Gay-Straight
Alliance, of which she is president, were publicly honored.
Commenting on the immense public attention González
has received, political newspaper The Hill reported that
the activist’s Twitter following had surpassed that of the
National Rifle Association (NRA). González’s Twitter
following is currently nearing 1.5 million, whereas the
NRA sits just under 650,000.
It was this news that former Republican State House
candidate Leslie Gibson responded to when he tweeted,
“There is nothing about this skin head lesbian that
impresses me and there is nothing that she has to say
unless you’re a frothing at the mouth moonbat,” according
to the Huffington Post. The tweet has since been deleted.
This attack on an teenager by a grown man is more than
just highly immature. I see a hateful, violent and calculated
attack on González that preys on her gender and sexuality.
I assume that Gibson’s skinhead reference was an effort to
equate González’s outspokenness with the militancy of the
skinhead movement, and a petty dig at González’s shaved
head. The ugliness of calling a non-straight teenage woman
of color a skinhead, however, was clearly lost on Gibson.

Although the skinhead movement began as a kind of
anti-establishment subculture in the 1980s for punk youth,
the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) notes that the
increasingly racist skinheads “form a particularly violent
element of the white supremacist movement” to this day.
The SPLC goes on to recount several horrific examples:
“In April 1999, a Mexican immigrant named Irineo
Soto Aguilar was murdered in Lakeside, Calif., by three
skinheads who crushed his skull with chunks of concrete.
In October 2007, a skinhead strangled a 62-year-old gay
man in Oklahoma City as a rite of passage in his gang.”
These are just two of several skinhead brutalities in the
name of their “racial holy war,” which I’ve highlighted as a
reminder that skinheads are notorious for their racist and
homophobic violence.
Given this well-known history, calling González a skinhead
was not only totally nonsensical but a slap in the face to the
many Latinx and LGBT people like González who have
been targeted by skinheads. The SPLC website notes that
there remain 71 active racist skinhead organizations, four
of which are based in Washington.
Excluding critics like Gibson, the American public
has shown overwhelming support for the student-led
movement for gun control. Several celebrities, for example,
have given financial support for the students’ “March for
Our Lives,” including George Clooney and Oprah, whom
the Los Angeles Times reports each donated $500,000.
Vox reported that Amal Clooney and her husband were
even among the 200,000 to 800,000 people who attended
the March 24 march in D.C.
However important their cause, we can not separate the
immense public support Parkland students have generated
from the relative privilege they benefit from. According to
educational data site StartClass, 61.4 percent of MSDH
students are white, which is “drastically different from that
of a typical school in the state of Florida, which is made up
of 40.2% Caucasian students on average.”

On top of the racial privilege that these mostly white
student activists benefit from, many also hold substantial
wealth and class privilege; the median household income
in Parkland is $130,107 — nearly $75,000 higher than the
national average, according to the public data analysis site
Data USA.
These facts help explain the resources the Parkland
students have to help their cause, as well as the difference
in public opinion about their activism compared to that of
groups like Black Lives Matter. González is one of very few
students with marginalized backgrounds at the forefront of
this movement.
These facts have resulted in a large group of students
protected from opposition, and a comparatively small
group of students like González who are made hypervisible
and hyper-susceptible to the backlash.
This is painfully clear when we compare Gibson’s comment
on González to the criticism he offered on her white
classmate and co-activist, David Hogg. Gibson called him
a “bald-faced liar,” according to the same Huffington Post
article.
Although accusing an innocent young man of lying about
a serious issue is frustrating, comparing Gibson’s comments
on González to those about her white male classmate
exposes an inherent difference in intent.
I am thankful for the many people whose criticism
prompted Gibson to withdraw from the political race, but
I am cautious about calling this a victory. Until González’s
humanity is as respected as that of her white male
classmates, until young women like her no longer have their
gender or sexuality used against them and until we begin to
listen to the black activists that have been protesting gun
violence for years, people like Gibson will remain in power.
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The Happy Trail is The Trail’s weekly sex column that seeks to inform the community on issues related to sexuality and gender by addressing these topics in an education-based way. Our mission is
to make the campus a safer place by normalizing and demystifying topics like safer sex practices, sexualities, kinks and polyamory, while shedding light on topics like trans rights, sexual and domestic
violence, gender inequalities and intersectionality. Happy Trail correspondents are not medical professionals; if you have a medical concern contact CHWS or a local clinic. Otherwise, direct your sexuality and gender questions to nalee@pugetsound.edu. Respond to Happy Trail articles in the form of a letter to the editor sent to trail@pugetsound.edu.

Response to offensive ad on Snapchat sends an important message:
Don’t make light of intimate partner violence
By Lorraine Kelly

CW: intimate partner violence, mention of rape
“I’m going to beat the s—- out of you when we
get home,” Chris Brown said after unsuccessfully
attempting to force Rihanna out of a vehicle he was
driving, according to a police report filed to the Los
Angeles Police Department.
The aforementioned police report was issued in
2009 against Chris Brown after he assaulted and
battered then-girlfriend singer/entrepreneur Robyn
Rihanna Fenty (Rihanna) prior to the 2009 Grammy
Awards. Pictures portraying Rihanna’s bruised and
bloody face circulated the internet after the incident.
Brown pled guilty to a felony assault charge, and was
sentenced to five years of probation and six months
of community service.
Since the publication of the police report, Rihanna
has been outspoken about her experiences as a
survivor of domestic violence. According to a 2013
Rolling Stone interview, she and Brown are on
cordial terms. In the interview, she stated, “Even if
it’s a mistake, it’s my mistake.”
This disturbing introduction is an intentional
reminder of Brown’s unquestionably unacceptable
behavior. Despite this, two weeks ago, Snapchat rolled
out an advertisement for a game called “Would You
Rather?” The screen displayed the question, “Would
you rather slap Rihanna or punch Chris Brown?”
The ad sparked a massive discussion about domestic
violence. Snapchat has been heavily criticized for
allowing the content on their platform, even by
Rihanna herself, who posted on her Instagram story,
“You spent money to animate something that would
intentionally bring shame to DV [domestic violence]
victims and made a joke of it!!!”
According to CNN, Snapchat has lost $800 million
since Rihanna publicly asked her fans to delete the
app. Snapchat’s stocks have plummeted 4 percent
in the past week. Snapchat has apologized for the
advertisement twice, but Rihanna and those who
stand behind her have not returned to the app.
Several other celebrities have come out in support
of Rihanna, including Chelsea Clinton and Chrissy
Teigen.

The Department of Justice defines domestic
violence as “a pattern of abusive behavior in any
relationship that is used by one partner to gain or
maintain power and control over another intimate
partner. Domestic violence can be physical, sexual,
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emotional, economic or psychological actions or
threats of actions that have influence over another
person.” Signs of an abusive relationship include
jealousy, discouragement, controlling behavior,

insults and financial deprivation. According to the
National Domestic Violence Hotline, abusers often
seem “absolutely perfect” early on in the relationship,
but abusive behavior grows as the relationship
continues. Abusive relationships do not always occur
in the form of physical violence; they can also be
characterized by emotional and psychological abuse.
Domestic violence affects one in three women and
one in four men in the United States, according to
the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence.
10 million people are physically abused by an
intimate partner each year. Approximately 24 people
per minute are victims of rape, physical violence or
stalking by an intimate partner in the United States.
The National Domestic Violence Hotline illustrates
how difficult it can be for victims to leave abusive
environments, citing fear, embarrassment and low
self-esteem as reasons to stay. Often, leaving an
abusive relationship is incredibly dangerous, since
these relationships are founded upon skewed power
dynamics.
There are many resources available on campus for
those who have faced abusive relationships or are
looking for a way out of one. Counseling, Health
and Wellness Services (CHWS) offers counseling
services, and there are several staff members on
campus trained in dealing with abusive situations.
Many bathrooms contain quarter-page sheets that
list options for reporting sexual misconduct, assault,
harassment, stalking and intimate partner violence.
If you would like to remain anonymous, file a report
online at pugetsound.edu/report, where you can
choose how much identifying information to share.
In the era of social media, the Snapchat
advertisement serves as a grim reminder that
domestic abuse continues to be a struggle for many
individuals, yet it is often trivialized in popular
culture. Although Rihanna found her voice to speak
out, many individuals do not have that opportunity.
It is our responsibility to reject this behavior in
ourselves and our social circles. In recognizing
behaviors and confronting them safely, we engage in
critical conversations that allow for us to move away
from dangerous situations and relationships.

The ins and outs of a local crisis pregnancy center
By Emma Holmes

Crisis pregnancy centers can, theoretically, be hugely helpful for people
faced with unexpected pregnancies. These organizations serve to f ind and
offer resources to help inform pregnant clients of their options (parenthood,
adoption, abortion), and fund the necessary medical services.
However, because crisis pregnancy centers are often established and funded
as non-prof it groups, their donors’ social and political stances can frame the
organization’s motives and intentionally or unintentionally inf luence a person’s
decision during this potentially stressful time. In Tacoma, the primary crisis
pregnancy center is Care Net Pregnancy and Family Services of Puget Sound.
The following is an email exchange with Executive Director Kim Triller,
in which my goal was to clarify the ways Care Net navigates its funding and
subsequently approaches clients’ options. Here’s the some of the answers I
received, and the options Care Net offers should you or someone you know
desire to use their services.
W hat is Care Net’s number one priority when people call their center with
a crisis pregnancy?
“Our f irst priority is to listen to the individual and ask good questions to
determine in which way we can serve her/him best.”
Does Care Net promote abortion as an equally viable alternative to
parenting and adoption?
“Care Net Pregnancy and Family Services of Puget Sound is a womanfocused organization. We understand that the choice to determine which option
(abortion, adoption or parenting) should be made by the pregnant woman
without coercion, pressure, judgment or fear. For this reason, our trained and
certif ied client advocates will present each option in a neutral way and allow
each woman to determine the pros and cons of each option for herself.”
Is Care Net a religiously affiliated organization? If so, what religion/
sect? Is there an original founding organization?
“Care Net Pregnancy & Family Services of Puget Sound is a faith-based
organization who serves all people who call or come through our doors with
compassion, respect and dignity. It does not matter the background, race,
ethnicity, sexual orientation, age, creed, or socio-economic status of the
individuals we serve. … Care Net Pregnancy & Family Services of Puget Sound
was organized as a non-prof it in 1982 and serves in King and Pierce Counties
in Washington State. Care Net of Puget Sound has our own Board of Directors
who determine and approve the services that we offer. We also have an Advisory
Board, 46-member Medical Advisory Council, Legal Advisory Council and
currently has over 40 medical professionals serving in our organization.”

Does Care Net receive government funding, either at the Federal, State,
or Local level? If so, what percent of the organization’s costs are subsidized?
“Care Net Pregnancy & Family Services of Puget Sound does not receive
any Federal, State or Local government funding. Our main source of funding
(71%) comes from individuals who care deeply about women making pregnancy
decisions and the support they need in their lives after their pregnancy. The
rest of our funding comes from churches, businesses and foundations.”
CareNet offers:
·
24/7/365 Helpline, 1-877-NOT-ALONE
·
Free Pregnancy testing, options education
·
Free Limited Obstetrical Ultrasounds
·
Free STI screening and follow up consultation
·
Free Medical Consultations for our patients
·
Free Early Bird Prenatal Classes
·
Free Childbirth Education Classes (in some of our Center locations)
·
Free Breastfeeding classes (in some of our Pregnancy Center
locations)
·
Women’s Mobile Medical Unit in select locations in Seattle/King
County (services are at no charge to our patients)
·
Free Parenting Classes: couples, Teen Moms, Fathers, group and
individual
·
Free Maternity and Baby Supplies
·
Community Referrals and Resources
·
Free Perinatal Hospice support and referrals to community resources
·
Free Pregnancy Loss Support groups
·
Free Presentations in Sex Traff icking Awareness, Healthy
Relationships, and Teen Life Skills.
They do make it very clear that they are not ever intended to be a family
planning clinic. They offer free consultations, services and material resources
to people faced with an unplanned pregnancy. Care Net Puget Sound is in
Tacoma at 1924 S. Cedar St., but has several other locations throughout King
and Pierce counties. To schedule an appointment in Tacoma, you can call
(253)383-2988.
If you are seeking abortion services, you can contact Planned Parenthood at
(800)769-0045 or Cedar River Clinic at (253)473-6031.
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Change is growing: Female farmworkers lead the
fight against workplace sexual harrasment
By Ally Hembree

“Can you imagine going to work every single day with
the threat of violence against you?” Mónica Ramírez asked.
“Can you imagine what it must be like to work picking
strawberries or cucumbers or tomatoes and having to
constantly be looking over your shoulder worrying that
someone might hurt you?”
According to the Associated Students of Puget Sound
(ASUPS), Ramírez was the first attorney in the United
States to focus on representing farmworker women in
their fight against pervasive sexual harassment and gender
discrimination in the workplace. She came to campus on
March 20 to speak about her advocacy work for women
facing sexual harassment in the workplace. Among many
of her activist accolades, Ramírez is the co-founder and
president of Alianza Nacional de Campesinas (National
Farmworker Women’s Alliance). “It’s the experience of
farmworker women and the reality that we needed to start
forming organizations and advocating for ourselves that
brought these women … together,” Ramírez said. “We
decided that in order for us to ensure policy priorities, the
agenda and the needs of farmworker women were always
brought to the forefront, we were going to have to do that
work.”
When Ramírez was 19, she worked in the fields alongside
a family in Fremont, Ohio. It was during this experience
that she learned about the hazardous pesticide exposure,
pregnancy discrimination and wage theft endured by
farmworker women. “I learned, as I was working there
for hours under that hot sun, that all the earnings that we
would pick for that day actually wouldn’t be paid to the

young girls,” Ramírez said. “Their earnings were paid to
their father or their male family member, and that’s actually
something that commonly happens around the country to
farmworker women.”
In 2010, Ramírez co-authored and published a report
titled “Injustice On Our Plates” with the Southern Poverty
Law Center. In the interviews for the report, women across
the board cited sexual violence as a systemic issue. “It’s not
just farmworker women who are experiencing this and we
know that it’s a problem in other industries,” Ramírez said.
“But for farmworker women, who often live in the shadows,
who often do not even know where they are in this nation ...
they are being preyed upon.”
Farmworker women are not only at risk for wage theft,
hazardous pesticide exposure and pregnancy discrimination,
but they also risk deportation for non-compliance. “Part of
the reason that we see this high rate of sexual harassment
against farmworker women is because the perpetrators who
are committing the violence against them know that they
have very few resources,” Ramírez said. “They often do not
know where they are in the nation, they don’t know what
their rights are, they don’t know who can protect them,
they don’t know who to go to for help, and so that means
that many of the perpetrators will never face justice.”
Ramírez also spoke about connections between the
#MeToo movement and farmworker women. In the lead up
to “The Take Back the Workplace” march in Los Angeles
on Nov. 12, 2017, Alianza Nacional de Campesinas wrote
a letter published in Time magazine, giving their support
for the women in Hollywood who have disclosed similar

stories of sexual harassment in the workplace. “Your job
feeds souls, fills hearts and spreads joy,” the letter said.
“Our job nourishes the nation with the fruits, vegetables
and other crops that we plant, pick and pack. Even though
we work in very different environments, we share a common
experience of being preyed upon by individuals who have
the power to hire, fire, blacklist and otherwise threaten our
economic, physical and emotional security.”
Hearing the perspective of farmworker women was
meaningful for students with experience in migrant
farmworker activism. “What I’ve noticed from the
farmworkers’ movement that we were a part of, which
was focused on ... establishing a union for farm workers
at Tacoma Brother’s Farms, it was almost entirely run by
men,” Matt Fergoda, a senior and member of Advocates
for Detained Voices, said. “I think getting a perspective
from farmworker women and their experiences is super
important and necessary to do the work of both of #MeToo
and Time’s Up and the conversation around sexual assault
that’s happening right now, but also in effectively advocating
for farm workers.”
The parallels between the working conditions of
farmworker women and women in the entertainment
industry were striking to students. “She’s obviously had a
lot of experience working on particular people’s cases and
so I thought it was really important to hear about in light of
the #MeToo movement,” first-year Anneke Fleming said.
“It’s important for her to be on this campus because I don’t
think a lot of people would have those connections with
migrant workers or farmworker women.”

Rain or shine: Despite deluge, students learn and
grow during Point Reyes spring break trip
By Hadley Polinsky

No matter how much planning goes into a
trip, things can still go awry. Puget Sound
Outdoors (PSO) discovered this on their
Point Reyes spring break trip. The group’s
plan was to drive to California and go
backpacking around Point Reyes; however,
an unexpected storm hit their campground.
Co-leaders Ruby Krietzman and Makenna
Craige, both sophomores, started planning
for this trip approximately six weeks before
the group left campus. “A lot went into the
planning of the trip,” Krietzman said. “We
decided we wanted to go to Point Reyes so
we looked at different routes and different
hiking options. We met with the PSO
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coordinators and they were there to help us
with the logistics of getting permits.”
Krietzman and Craige meticulously
planned the trip, but they have no control
over the weather. “Right when we got to
camp we got a storm. We had about 40
mile-per-hour winds. It was pouring rain,”
Krietzman said.
Despite the rain, the group started to get
situated for the night, but it did not go well.
“We started to set up our tarps and we’d set
up one and then another one and that one
would blow over and then we’d fix it and
the other one would blow over. I think each
tarp blew over at least twice,” sophomore

and eyewitness Claire Crist said.
While Point Reyes offered beautiful
scenery, the first night did not go as planned.
“It was a rough night. It was super windy.
Everyone got soaking wet. People’s sleeping
bags were damp,” Crist said. In particular,
sophomore Evan Lebakken experienced a
hard night. “I woke up at 2:30 because I was
getting rain on my face. I felt my hair and it
was post-shower wet,” Lebakken said.
“We had planned so much for the trip
and we had to throw it all down the drain,”
Krietzman said. After the stormy night,
it was decided that the group would not
continue on their route. “Ruby and I made

the decision; it was hard, but we made
the decision to turn around. We ended
up staying in a Motel 6 in Petaluma that
night,” Craige said. “We dried out and
regained some hope.”
Even though the group was not able to
follow the route they set out, they still
got to experience the outdoors. “The next
day we drove way up Northern California
to a campsite in the Redwood National
Park and did a day hike on one of the
trails,” sophomore Emma Wood said. “We
camped for the last time and the next day
we drove about 8-10 hours all the way back
to campus, stopping at another beach along
the coast for a little bit.”
The change in plans, while originally
disheartening, turned out to be an enjoyable
adventure. “My favorite part of the trip was
actually making burritos in the parking lot
of the motel we stayed at,” Wood said. “It
was fun and spontaneous and was somehow
the perfect way to reaffirm for myself that
going on this trip was a good idea, despite
the entire plan having been changed.”
The group ended up getting back to
campus earlier than anticipated, so a day
hike was offered. “We went to Rattlesnake
Ledge, which is like an hour away. It was
super sunny here all week, so we got that
good weather and did a hike,” Craige said.
Although the trip did not go as expected,
PSO members still enjoyed the trip. “The
group I was with was my favorite part.
That really made it a positive trip versus a
negative experience because of the weather,”
Lebakken said.
Craige agreed: “We had a great group and
everyone kept high spirits the whole time.
Even though it was hard for Ruby and I to
kind of just throw away so much planning,
it ended up being a great trip.”
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Suicide Prevention and Awareness Week
encourages mental health discussion
By Kylie Gurewitz

Suicide
Prevention
and
Awareness (SP&A) Week is an
annual series of events put on
by the University’s chapter of
NAMI, the National Alliance
on Mental Illness. SP&A Week
took place on campus from
March 19 through 23, with a
different event each day. NAMI
is the largest grassroots mental
health organization, with centers
around the country focused
on education, counseling, and
support groups. The University’s
NAMI group is connected to the
Pierce County chapter, and is led
by co-presidents Nina Kranzdorf
and Nathan Baniqued.
“Bringing the conversation
about suicide, mental illness,
and mental health education to
campus” is the goal of the week’s
events, according to Baniqued,
who also founded Puget Sound’s
SP&A Week. The week’s events
incluwded a De-Stress Art Night
on Monday, a discussion titled
“Stigma, Diagnosis, and Selfcare Discussion” on Tuesday, an
Open Mic night Wednesday,
Gatekeeper training on Thursday,

and the SP&A forum on Friday.
Monday’s event provided a
space for students to paint, craft
and enjoy Bob Ross while eating
snacks in a calm environment,
with the goal of easing the stress
of returning from spring break.
Tuesday’s discussion, led by
long-time member junior Tessa
Nania, facilitated a discussion
which encouraged students to
reflect upon different topics
around mental illness. “It was
kind of a mix of talking about
our own personal experiences,
and where stigma comes from,
what we can do to fight stigma,
and then we talked about the
difference between self-care and
self-comfort,” Kranzdorf said.
Nania explained that self-care
benefits someone’s mental or
physical health, and affirms need
for self-respect, connection and
alignment. Examples include
sleeping, eating well, bathing
regularly, artistic expression
or journaling. On the other
hand,
self-comfort
comes
from a short-term craving for
warmth, pleasure or a break.

This can include eating too much
junk food, procrastinating by
watching Netflix or empty sexual
expression.
“I think that was a really
productive discussion,” Baniqued
said. “We just had a pretty nice
circle discussion about ‘What is
this topic of mental illness? Why
do people view it differently than
a physical illness? Why do people
treat it differently than a physical
illness?’” Baniqued emphasized
the importance of discussing
the way mental illness is viewed
and treated, and the importance
of bringing this discussion to
campus.
Wednesday’s Open Mic Night
offered students an opportunity
to express their thoughts with
others, through speech, poetry
or music.
Thursday’s Gatekeeper training
gave students resources and tools
to identify and help others who
may be struggling with mental
illness. “It is designed to prepare
professional and non-professional
people to be prepared for mental
health
crises,”
Kranzdorf

explained.
One of the central events of
the week was Friday’s forum,
which was the original event
from which the entire SP&A
week developed. “It is a space for
students, faculty, and staff to share
their personal stories,” Kranzdorf
said. In addition to speakers, the
event also incorporates smallgroup discussions and activities.
Both Kranzdorf and Baniqued
spoke at Friday’s forum, sharing
personal stories about their
experiences with mental health.
Having planned the event the
last two years, Baniqued was
able to have a new perspective
on this event, stepping out
from his behind-the-scenes
role to share his own story.
Several other students shared
their own experiences with
mental health, as well as
representatives from Residence
Life and CHWS, who provided
campus resources available to
students dealing with these
issues. “It’s supposed to bring a
very stigmatized and taboo topic
to the forefront,” Baniqued said.

These topics were the focus of
the forum’s group discussions,
encapsulating the goal of SP&A
Week: not just learning about
mental illness and suicidality, but
creating productive conversations
and inclusive spaces for these
topics to be discussed.
SP&A Week has grown a great
deal since its founding three
years ago, and NAMI hopes to
continue developing it in many
ways. Baniqued emphasized that
one of the goals is for the week’s
events to involve more faculty,
staff and community members,
in addition to students. Since its
creation in 2016, SP&A Week
has begun collaborating with
clubs such as Peer Allies and
the Psychology Honors Society,
and incorporating educational
resources on mental health as
well as discussion opportunities.
Puget Sound’s chapter of NAMI
will be hosting similar events for
the upcoming Love Your Body
Week on campus, which will
take place April 9–13.

‘When and Where I Entered’: Japanese African
American studies professor offers an international
perspective on the field
It’s particularly important
for non-black students in the
African
American
Studies
department to critically examine
their positionalities in both the
scholarship and social contexts of
the subjects they embark on. This
line of self-reflection can lead
to uncomfortable realizations,
but it can significantly deepen
one’s understanding of the inclass and out-of-class issues that
are relevant to the study of the
African diaspora and its effect on
the United States and beyond.
In her lecture on Wednesday,
March 21, titled, “When and
Where I Entered: An Intellectual
Autobiography of a Japanese
African
Americanist,”
Dr.
Fumiko Sakashita discussed how
she grappled with her place in
these academic and social spheres,
as the Secretary-General of the
Japan Black Studies Association
( JBSU) and as an associate
professor of American Studies at
Ritsumeikan University.
The lecture, titled in homage
to professor and historian Paula
Giddings’ book of the same name, was
held in the Smith Hall lounge last week.
The room was packed with students,
faculty, staff and community members,
with several audience members standing
along the walls in order to see. The hum of
excited voices, the smell of popcorn and the
fireplace in the background all contributed
to the cozy atmosphere in the room. Dr.
Sakashita was introduced by Dr. LaToya
Brackett, a professor in the University of
Puget Sound’s African American Studies
department. The two have a long personal
and academic relationship, and were clearly
excited about each others’ contributions to

By Nayla Lee
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the discipline.
During the hour-long lecture, Dr.
Sakashita described her experience
growing interested in African American
Studies and deciding to make it the focus
of her undergraduate education, Master’s
thesis, Doctoral dissertation, and finally,
her teaching career. She told personal
stories about translating videos and cassette
tapes about the Civil Rights Movement
into Japanese and back into English, and
even showed the audience pictures of her
diligent notes from the 1990s.
She described the classes she has taught,
and the way she has been able to integrate
African American culture and literature into

English as a Second Language courses and
public lectures. The presentation contained
examples that included images of Michelle
Obama and comparisons between the black
Miss USA and the multi-racial Miss Japan,
all of whom were heavily cyber-bullied.
She also has her students translate songs
and discuss other forms of visual art with
meaningful histories in African American
Studies.
Dr. Sakashita went on to tell the audience
about her research, which has focused on
the anti-lynching movement in the United
States, African American literature and
non-fiction, and anti-Blackness in Japan.
“Racially biased views of black people are

everywhere around the world,”
she said. But she also noted her
appreciation for the field for
giving her a new perspective on
other forms of institutionalized
racism and oppression.
The universal lessons of African
American Studies were also a
topic of Dr. Sakashita’s lecture.
She connected the subject’s
emphasis on experiential learning
and social consciousness to some
of her own activism in other
realms of her life, particularly
through Project Disagree, a group
that protests excessive military
bases, especially in the Japanese
island of Okinawa. One of the
many articles she has translated
into English is entitled “We
Disagree with Any Kind of Sexual
Violence and Military Presence.”
The field’s interdisciplinary
nature and commitment to active
engagement offers its scholars
opportunities for a deep and
personal investment, regardless
of racial identity.
This lecture was the third
installment in the “But Some of Us
Are Brave” series, organized by Dr. Brackett
and Dr. Sarah West of the Hispanic Studies
department. The series is named after an
influential collection of black feminist
literature, and aims to elevate “narratives
of scholarship, resistance, and activism
by women/womxn of color,” as stated by
the promotional posters. Professor West
expressed her appreciation for the interdepartmental support for their efforts. The
final two events will both be held in Smith
Hall room 106 at 5 p.m. on March 29 and
April 5, 2018.
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MLB season brings excitement to fans at Puget Sound
By Zachary Fletcher

Thursday, March 29 marked the start of the 2018 Major
League Baseball (MLB) season. Going forward, there will
be baseball almost every day for the next seven months.
Fifteen games were played across both the American
League (AL) and National League (NL) on Opening Day,
according to MLB.com.
The defending World Series champions, the Houston
Astros, opened the season against the Texas Rangers while
the 2017 National League champions, the Los Angeles
Dodgers, went up against the San Francisco Giants. The
Seattle Mariners also started the season at home against the
Cleveland Indians.
The Puget Sound baseball team sees a lot of potential in
the upcoming MLB season due to new talent, as well as
trades that happened during the offseason.
“The offseason is nothing crazy in the MLB. It’s a time
for teams to figure out who will be playing come April,”
junior Tyler Huling (Issaquah, Washington) said. Huling
also noted how active teams are off the field with media and
other promotional activities during the spring.
“The craziest offseason moment was the Yankees’
acquisition of Giancarlo Stanton, the former 2017 MLB
home run king and MVP. He joins forces with the new
Yankee slugger, Aaron Judge, who led the American League
in home runs and finished runner-up in AL MVP voting.
The two combined for 111 home runs,” junior Jack Gries

(Sublimity, Oregon) said.
Stanton’s signing with the likes of Judge and Gary Sanchez
in New York puts him in competition with the alreadytalented American League leaders like the Houston Astros
and Cleveland Indians.
“Last year Aaron Judge and Cody Bellinger were unheard
of by most fans at this time and both of them received a
Rookie of the Year award for their respective leagues,”
Huling said when asked about the upcoming season. “Also,
I am looking forward to watching the Yankees hit this year.
They have the two biggest sluggers in baseball right now
hitting back-to-back in their order.”
The Los Angeles Angels made the other major move
in the offseason, signing Japanese pitching and hitting
phenom Shohei Ohtani. Mike Trout and the Angels now
have a prominent spot in the American League West race,
if not the entirety of the league.
“This year should be more competitive than previous years
due to the influx of young talent and the large number of
top-tiered players that signed with different teams,” Gries
said.
The Puget Sound campus has strong connections with
and feelings about the upcoming Mariners season.
“The thing I’m looking forward to most is watching the
Mariners and getting to Safeco Field to see them play,”
Huling said.

Seven sensational hikes to enjoy this spring

Green mountain via Gold
Creek Trail
A 50-minute drive from
the Puget Sound campus,
Green Mountain is a fivemile, 1,000-foot-elevationgain out-and-back hike on
the Kitsap Peninsula. After
some time through a forest
there are beautiful views of
the Olympic mountains and
a panorama landscape of
Seattle and the Puget Sound
at the top. The trailhead is just
off of Gold Creek Road and
requires a Discovery Pass for
use, making for a great day
hike, rain or shine.
Rattlesnake Lake
Located in the Snoqualmie
region just an hour from
campus, Rattlesnake Lake is a
four-mile out-and-back hike
that requires no entry fee.
The hike begins with a twomile uphill stretch, with 2,400
feet of elevation gain and top
election of 5,000 feet. This
hike offers incredible views of
the Cascades and Rattlesnake
Lake. Rattlesnake Lake is a
well-maintained park and
trails extend not only up
to the viewpoint, but also
down around the lake and
surrounding park area.
Annette Lake
Another hike located in the
Snoqualmie region is Annette

Lake, a roughly eight-mile
out-and-back journey down
to its namesake. With 1,800
feet of elevation gain, this
hike is great if you have a full
day to spend in the outdoors.
A Northwest Forest Pass is
required for entry, and the
colder months bring snowcovered trails. Campsites
provide an opportunity during
the warmer months for the
full outdoor experience!
Mowich River
Mount Rainier National
Park is about a two-hour
drive from campus, but offers
beautiful views of the 14,000foot peak and the surrounding
wilderness. Behind a National
Park pass, Mowich River is in
the northwest corner of the
park with a trailhead off of
Mountain Meadows Road.
Another out-and-back trail,
it offers amazing views of
Mount Rainier on the way up
and down, with lunch by the
river an option at the halfway
point of the hike.
Marmot Pass
An 11.5-mile round-trip
on the Olympic Peninsula,
Marmot Pass offers a trip
through an old-growth forest
along the Big Quilcene
River. The beautiful views
of the Olympic landscape
require over 3,000 feet of

By Zachary Fletcher

elevation gain, and require
a Northwest Forest Pass to
access. A two-hour drive
from campus provides access
to an incredible area of the
Hood Canal on the Olympic
Peninsula.

Gothic Basin
The North Cascades are
not to be forgotten in a
good spring day-hike trip,
and Gothic Basin provides
a
nine-mile
round-trip
with incredible views of
the Cascades throughout.
The drive up to the North
Cascades is over two hours
and the trail requires a
Northwest Forest Pass for use.
That being said, a day devoted
to North Cascades hiking is
not a day lost in any sense of
the word.

Beautiful Annette Lake

PHOTO CREDIT TO: ZACHARY FLETCHER

Mount Stormking
A shorter hike on the
northern coast of the Olympic
Peninsula, a 4 ½-mile round
trip gives hikers a beautiful
view of Lake Crescent with
over 2,000 feet of elevation
gain. This hike requires a 2-3
hour drive up to the northern
part of the Olympics, but no
pass or payment is required to
access these beautiful views,
making it a great day or
weekend trip.

Mariners hope to end playoff drought as season begins

Regardless of success, the approaching Mariners season
will be memorable. Outfielder Ichiro Suzuki, one of the
most famous Mariners and a hero to many, has returned.
Following stints at the Marlins and Yankees, Ichiro has
returned for what many surmise will be his last season.
Ichiro’s production has stagnated over the past few years but
he remains a valuable fill-in player, especially considering
the injury-laden Mariners outfield.
The most notable acquisition this offseason was thenMarlins second baseman Dee Gordon; the Mariners have
transitioned Gordon to center field, a surprising move
considering Gordon’s gold glove performances at second.
This spring has made the ease of that transition clear;
Gordon has performed well in center and at the plate with a
batting average of .309 in 55 at bats.
The most surprising performance to come out of this
spring for the Mariners has been first baseman Daniel
Vogelbach. Vogelbach boasted a rather dismal .175 average
in his few MLB at bats; however, this spring training

However, both Huling and Gries acknowledge the
disappointing recent history of the Mariners.
“They have the longest current playoff drought in the
MLB right now so following them can be painful at times.
Their [general manager] is solid though and it could be a
different team from last year, but I don’t dare get my hopes
up,” Huling said.
“The Seattle Mariners are looking to break their playoff
drought, but unfortunately, I do not believe that they will
have a good year. They lack consistency in their bullpen and
struggle in the bottom third of their order,” Gries added.
Offseason trades, more Spring Training games, and the
nearing of Opening Day are all signs the upcoming MLB
season is one to follow. The World Series is some months
off, but that didn’t stop predictions from already coming in.
“Washington Nationals are my pick for the 2019 World
Series Champions,” Gries said.
“Astros will most likely win the AL West again. Both them
and the Dodgers are World Series contenders, but don’t
count out the Yankees or Indians or Twins in the AL, or
the Rockies or Cubs or Brewers in the NL,” Huling added.
The next chapter of Major League Baseball gets under way
at the end of March, and the continual games, big trades
and new young talent promise to keep up the excitement
and energy around the 2018 season.

Vogelbach has clearly found his stride, hitting .400 with
six homeruns in 50 at bats. Vogelbach’s 1.431 on base plus
slugging percentage (OPS), if continued through the season
would be a single-season record, besting that of Barry Bonds.
While Vogelbach will never best Bonds without some sort
of suspicious activity, his performance has been promising,
especially considering the Mariners’ past difficulties at first
base.
Robinson Cano has continued his success in spring
training, hitting a devastating .406, a stat surprisingly bested
by shortstop Jean Segura (.436). The offensive side of the
Mariners has been clearly successful under the supervision
of Mariner’s legend Edgar Martinez; eight players are
hitting over .300 and three over .400.
Mike Zunino has performed particularly well this spring
training, hitting .395 with a spring training including a
three-homerun game. Since losing catching prospect Jesus
Montero to an ice-cream-sandwich-throwing incident,
there has been turmoil in the backup catching position.

Stunning Mount Stormking
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By Eli Thomas
Mike Marjama has been impressive this season, hitting .289.
Perhaps the biggest concern among offensive success
is the state of the Mariners’ bullpen and starting rotation.
Mariners ace Felix Hernandez has been sidelined with a
forearm injury for the entirety of spring training. Regardless,
manager Scott Servais named Hernandez opening-day
starter, making that his 10th appearance in a row. Some
have expressed concern about this choice, considering
Hernandez’s absence and less-than-inspiring performances
in the past few seasons.
Mariners pitching prospect Rob Whalen was noticeable
earlier in the season with solid starts against the Colorado
Rockies and San Francisco Giants, but a tough performance
against Cleveland sidelined his chances. Reliever Shawn
Armstrong boasted a 0.96 ERA in nine innings. Perhaps the
most impressive performance came from Marco Gonzalez
with a 1.69 ERA in 21 innings.
The Mariners open their season against Cleveland, and
perhaps it will be the start of the end of the playoff drought.

SPORTS & OU TDOORS
Sports Recaps
B y Ga bi Mar rese

BASEBALL

The Loggers were on the road all week starting
with crosstown rivals Pacific Lutheran on
March 20. The Lutes jumped out to a 13-3 lead
at the end of five. The Loggers capitalized on
errors in the eighth but only were able to score
five additional runs. They did have 11 hits in
their 15-9 loss to the Lutes. The next stop was
Spokane to take on Whitworth for a threegame series over the weekend. On Saturday,
the Loggers gave up a run in both the second
and third inning and then four in the fourth.
They started the seventh inning off with a
couple singles and sophomore Corey Roberts
hit the RBI for the only score of the game. The
game ended 6-1 and postponed the second
game until the next day. The Loggers started off
Sunday scoring first with two runs in the first
inning. They kept the bats hot as the first four
batters in the lineup totalled a combined 8 for
19 at the plate. Junior Michael Warnick held
up Whitworth with eight strikeouts in his 7.2
innings. The Loggers took the first game from
the Pirates with a score of 6-5. The second game
the Pirates jumped out to a 9-1 start after the
second. Junior Jack Gries went 3-5 at the plate
but the team still fell short with a 15-6 loss.

SOFTBALL

Pacific University hosted the Loggers for a
three-game series over the weekend. First-year
Camille Goo started Saturday off with an RBI
to put the Loggers on the board. They were
unable to put more points on the board even
with senior Jessica Gott only allowing two
earned runs in her six innings. The Loggers
fell 3-1 and postponed the second game until
Sunday. Puget Sound jumped off to a two-run
lead in the first. Senior Erica Gott pitched the
first game and with the help of their defense
managed to hold off Pacific until the bottom
of the sixth where they tied at two runs apiece.
The Loggers were unable to break the tie
and the Boxers snuck in one last run in the
seventh to win 3-2. The second game started
off with a four-run lead as E. Gott hit a grand
slam. The Loggers went into the last inning
with a comfortable 6-3 lead. They scored one
additional run at the top of the inning and only
allowed two. J. Gott was on the mound as her
sister Erica went 3-5 at the plate in the 7-5 win.

TRACK AND FIELD

On Saturday, March 24, the Loggers hosted
the Peyton Scoring Meet. The women’s team
totalled 121 points to take second place out of
seven teams. Junior Emery Bradlina took first
in both the 400 and 800 meters. The Loggers
held together as the first four runners to cross
the finish line in the 1,500-meter race, lead
by first-year Samantha Schaffer. The men’s
team finished third out of eight teams with
67 points. Junior Liam Monaghan took first
in the 3,000-meter steeplechase and second in
the 5,000 meter. The Loggers will host the JD
Shotwell Invitational on Saturday, March 31.

SWIMMING

Sophomore Kelli Callahan represented the
Loggers in the NCAA Division III Swimming
Championships at Indiana University. Callahan
was named Northwest Conference Women’s
Co-Swimmer of the Year. On Wednesday,
March 21, she competed in the 200-IM and
400-IM, where she qualified for nationals.
Callahan competed the next day in the 400
meter and placed 24th overall. On Saturday,
she wrapped up the championships and
raced in the 100 free, finishing 43rd overall.

TENNIS

Pacific Lutheran hosted the men’s team on
Saturday, March 24. Men’s tennis lost as a team
7-2 but two of the players won their individual
matches. Junior Riley Inn was playing as
number two singles and won a tie-breaker,
6-4, 6-4, 1-0. Junior Ben Colson also won a
tie-breaker in the number five spot, 3-6, 6-4,
1-0. The women’s team hosted the Northwest
Conference leader, Linfield, on Sunday.
Sophomore Lisa Owen dropped her first set at
number one singles 6-3. She rallied back to win
the second 6-3 but fell short in the tie-breaker.
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Paralympic athletes remain underappreciated
after PyeongChang Olympics
By Tayla MacPherson

As the hype and the
excitement of the Olympics
occur every four years, the
Paralympic athletes are often
forgotten and receive much
less media attention compared
to Olympic athletes. The
men’s sled hockey team has
won the last three Olympic
gold medals in a row yet is
rarely discussed within the
realm of United States athletic
accomplishments.
The United States competed
in the Paralympic games in
South Korea and took down
longtime rival Canada in the
finals.
The general manager of the
team, Dan Brennan, explained
the experience of being in
South Korea for the Winter
Games: “Right up until the
end there was this light cloud
of pressure to three-peat. It
was over-talked about to the
point where ... usually I don’t
think about stuff like that at all
but it was kind of always out
there. The players, especially
two months leading up to
the games made a massive
commitment and it certainly
paid off.”
The 2017-2018 team was
comprised of 17 players,
ranging in age from 19 to
37 years old. Rico Roman
(Portland, Oregon), a 37-yearold forward on the team, is a
two-time gold medalist with
the United States Sled Hockey
team. Roman explained the
atmosphere at the games
during the gold medal match
against Canada: “The goldmedal match was a nail-biter.
… After Declan [Farmer] put
one in pushing us to continue
into overtime, we definitely
felt pretty strong after that.
You could feel the whole
momentum shift during that
game. Hearing the crowd just
roar was really great,” Roman
said.
The Paralympics are much
shorter in length than the
Olympics. Some may argue
this is due to the smaller
population of Paralympic
athletes; however, the men’s
sled hockey team competed

in almost the same amount of
games as the Olympic hockey
team. Brennan discussed the
challenge of having less time to
compete: “I thought whoever
put the schedule together
could have done a better job,
especially with those teams
that are fighting for the fifth,
sixth, seventh spot. I know the
guys from Czech Republic
who have such a great staff of
people were real disappointed
that they had to play four
games in a row. No ablebodied team would ever have

of Puget Sound’s athletic
director, shared insight from
an outside perspective with a
great amount of knowledge
of marketing and promoting
sports. “Winter sports are
generally more challenging
to promote because there is a
less of a connection between
the athlete and fans. During
most winter sports most of
athletes’ faces are covered up,
which contributes to the lack
of connectivity between the
athletes and the fans,” Hackett
said.
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to do that, let alone players
with disabilities. So, he felt like
he put some of his players in
harm’s way of injury, and he’s
right,” Brennan said.
Most citizens of the
United States are not aware
of the specific accolades
and
accomplishments
Paralympians have received
because of the lack of media
attention. Roman explained his
thoughts and disappointment
to the lack of reporters at
different sled hockey events
during the winter games.
“There were so many available
spots for reports and media
outlets, reporters, yet not very
many showed up and it’s a
shame because whether it is
the Paralympics or Olympics
everyone is really pushing
themselves to be the best and
bring back gold. It did not feel
like we received the same kind
of coverage,” Roman said.
Amy Hackett, the University

There are many things the
Paralympic and Olympic
committees can focus on to
improve the media attention for
Paralympic teams and decrease
the negative stereotypes that
are thought of when discussing
para-athletes. Erin Brosnan
(Reno, Nevada), a studentathlete and education minor at
the University of Puget Sound
gave an outside perspective
on the advertisements used
before and during the winter
games for both the Olympics
and Paralympics. “The main
commercial I saw for the
Olympics was the Visa ad
that depicted Olympians on
their journey to the Olympics,
working hard while no one was
watching, and getting items,
with their Visa of course,
to help them along their
journeys of hard work and
determination and massive
time commitment to their
training. The main commercial

Puget Sound Ultimate making a splash

This past weekend, the University of
Puget Sound Ultimate Frisbee teams
dominated at the Northwest Challenge.
The teams went a combined 11-1,
with Clearcut winning the women’s
tournament and the Postmen finishing
second in the men’s tournament.
Clearcut, which has placed third at
the past two national tournaments, has
continued its run of dominance. Senior
Neeyati Johnson (Denver, Colorado) felt
good about the results, saying “Clearcut
has decisive wins over most teams but was
challenged by our division rival PLU.”
Clearcut defeated the crosstown rivals
11-7 in the finals. Clearcut is currently
ranked third in Division III by Ultiworld.
com. The next-closest team in the
conference is Pacific Lutheran, ranked
15th.
The tournament results have the team
feeling confident, rightfully so based off
of historical precedent. First-year Emma
Piorier (Saint Paul, Minnesota) says
“We are optimistic that we can carry this
momentum through regional conferences

in April and prove that we can consistently
perform as the top Division III team in the
region.” The ability of Clearcut to sustain
this success is incredibly impressive, and
Piorier chalks it up to the depth the team
enjoys: “All players on Clearcut were used
on the field throughout the weekend and
in our championship game which proved
that every single member of our team is a
threat to the competition.” You can’t spell
powerhouse without “UPS”!
The Postmen also enjoyed a great
tournament. They finished second, losing
a hard-fought battle to the University of
Portland in the finals, 10-7. The team felt
good with the result, beating two Division
I teams (Montana and Montana State), as
well as conference rival Lewis and Clark
10-8. Junior captain Ramsey Rossmann
(Birmingham, Alabama) felt good about
the tournament, saying, “We had the best
team chemistry I’ve seen as a Postman
which gives me high expectations for the
remainder of the season.”
The regional competition for spots in
nationals will be fierce. Both Lewis and

I saw for the Paralympics was
the Toyota “Good Odds” one
which was more of a depiction
of Paralympics athletes getting
over the everyday challenges
of a disability and defying the
odds of survival and the hopes
of doing things like walking
normally, let alone being
amazing athletes,” Brosnan
said.
Consequently, there are
many United States citizens
with physical or mental
disabilities that are not aware of
the wide variety of Paralympic
sports that occur every four
years. According to the U.S.A.
hockey website, Roman lost
his left leg after serving in the
U.S. Army in Iraq in February
2007 and continues to be a
hero even with a missing limb.
Roman discussed his yearning
for others to learn more about
Paralympic sports.
“There could be tons of
other veterans or people with
disabilities who do not know
about the sport, and that’s
where it’s important to get it
out there and share the sport
with everyone. For the people
who do know about the sport
are definitely 100 percent
behind us and you can feel that
wherever we practice or play.
But if we can continue to push
it and get more people aware
of the sport it can only get
bigger,” Roman said.
Like Brosnan described,
para-athletes are usually not
seen as heroes or icons of
our country, yet Olympians
are. However, some may
argue
that
Paralympians
are accomplishing far more
significant accomplishments
because of the challenges
they are faced with, proving
their heroism and extreme
commitment to the sports
they love. The world must start
discussing para-athletes more
in the context of strength
and bravery to improve the
sports’ press and allow others
struggling with disabilities to
know that they in fact can be
symbols of strength, too.

By Kevin White

Clark and Portland are competitive, and
Pacific Lutheran pulled an upset and won
their own tournament four weeks ago.
The toughest team in the conference is
Whitman, ranked second by Ultiworld.
The Postmen haven’t seen Whitman at any
recent tournaments, because Whitman is
apparently afraid of scheduling games
against its competition. Expect the
Postmen to make a run, because you can’t
spell “scrappy underdog” without “UPS”!
The teams will have three weeks before
their next tournament, the all-important
regionals held down in Puyallup. Both
Clearcut and Postmen will be competing
against their regional opponents in the
hope of achieving a bid to nationals. Both
teams have a good shot, if the Northwest
Challenge results are any indication. One
advantage both teams should enjoy is the
proximity to the University, both as a cutdown on travel time and the possibility
of fans supporting their teams. Go watch
your classmates throw some plastic
around and kick some butt!
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Combat Zone is The Trail’s satire section.

The Combat Zone is intended to be a satirical work. The views and opinions expressed by the Combat Zone do not necessarily reflect those of The Puget Sound Trail,
ASUPS, concerned parties or the University of Puget Sound. Please submit compliments or complaints in the form of letters to the editor.

Exclusive: Grizz speaks out about affair
with Trump

By Lee L. Benbow

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF SKETCHPORT
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where he will attend.
The Flail contacted Trump via Twitter
direct messages for a comment on the story,
but received only a swift block. However,
Grizz was able to shed more light on his
time with the POTUS. “When we went
to the Cellar, he bought 15 tubs of plain
pringles and ordered a pizza with all the
pepperoni they had on it. It was a very large
pizza and I thought that it was a weird order,
but decided not to comment.” When asked
about the nature of the fling, Grizz slyly
replied that he does not “collude and tell.”
What a tease. Despite leaving out many
facts, Grizz managed to spill that “Trump
also ordered for me at the cellar, getting a
Frank Cilantro smoothie and an uncooked
single serving of Annie’s Mac and Cheese.
I didn’t know what to do because he is the
commander in chief so I crunched on the
hard noodles and sampled the plain cheese
powder.”
When Grizz first came to The Flail with
his story, we were astonished because Grizz
is usually a pretty low-key guy who keeps
to himself. As it unraveled, however, it
just made sense. Nevertheless, Trump and
Grizz as a couple were here for a good
time, not a long time. The Flail wishes First
Lady Melania Trump the best as the news
breaks and spreads. Trump has still avoided
commenting directly on this relationship,
but did mention that Joe Biden would
fight worse “than a D-3 liberal arts school’s
mascot.” This may have been directed at our
dear Grizz but no clear tie has been drawn
yet.

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF FLICKR

Earlier this week, The University of Puget
Sound’s mascot, Grizz, joined the list of
names that have come out with details
of affairs with current president Donald
Trump. Grizz, being the loyal Logger he is,
sat down with The Flail to give us his side of
the story. Trump has yet to tweet about the
story, but Grizz assumes it is just a matter
of time.
The affair lasted six weeks and began
in the fall of 2017 when Trump visited
campus to personally call out Flail writer
Hons Johnson. Once Trump had finished
the scuffle with Johnson, he attended a
football game where he was taken aback
by the talent and confidence of Grizz. “He
said that I reminded him of Putin, with
how brave I was. And he appreciated my
moxie,” Grizz said. “We would go on to
have dinner at the Cellar once and talk for
a couple weeks after.” When The Flail asked
Grizz if Trump broke his heart, he became
very busy polishing his ax and looking off
into the distance.
Beyond the affair’s implications for
Grizz’s heart, there are larger effects on
the University. Rumors of personalized tax
cuts or Trump as a possible commencement
speaker have swirled around campus with
no verifications to date. It is unlikely that
Trump will revisit campus, as the brief
fling is completely over, but Grizz said, “It
ended mutually, and I wish him the best.”
According to Grizz, Trump’s son Barron
still needs to attend college and perhaps
this connection will give the University of
Puget Sound a leg up in competition for
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Weight of problems settle, symmetrically, across students’ shoulders
in Swedish Kanken Fjallraven backpacks

Playful pioneer experience takes a dark turn after
poor choice to caulk the wagons and float them
across North Quad

By Bean McQueen

An amusing and educational pioneer play on the
Oregon Trail gave way to devastation and frustration
after the fateful decision to attempt to caulk the
wagons and float across North Quad.
“There’s a lot of resentment in this wagon, or what’s
left of it,” fictional AI wagon party member Joe
Longfellow said. “Maybe there’s blame to be assigned,
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maybe not, but at this point all that’s
clear is that we’ve only got 200 pounds
of dried meat and we’re down an ox.”
The drowned ox in question,
affectionately known by wagon party
members as Bluebell, was the only
casualty of the botched quad crossing
but was far from the only consequence.
400 pounds of buffalo meat, a kettle,
three bonnets, and the party’s only
spare wagon tongue were all washed
downstream.
“And our wagon’s jockey box is damn
near soaked to rot,” Bryce Longfellow,
the party’s leader, said.
The Longfellow family is not the first
to encounter trouble at the North Quad
Crossing. The grounds are notoriously
deep, moist and unpredictable, causing
the quad to be hazardous to float or ford
even in the best of conditions. In light of
the many imaginary pioneers who have
made this site their muddy grave, most
guidebooks implore travelers to just
cough up for a ferry.
Bryce’s fictional wife, Mary Longfellow,
thinks Bryce’s stubborness is to blame

for the accident:
“Bryce can’t ever accept no help,”
Mary said while hanging up the party’s
drenched linens in the hopes they’d dry
before nightfall. “Back when we were
ranching, he’d sooner work himself
to death than take on a hired hand. I
reckon if there were a steam engine
to Oregon, he’d still prefer the wagon.
Me, I don’t understand it. What’s a few
dollars to cross the quad safely?”
When pressed on why he wouldn’t pay
for a ferry, Bryce was unapologetic:
“Tin cost money. Spare axles cost money.
Wool sacks cost money. Sooner or later,
the money runs out, and then you gotta
decide: are you gonna caulk the wagons
and float, are you gonna ford the quad,
or are you gonna wait for conditions to
improve?” He then continued to count
the party’s remaining bullets to verify
none had been lost in the accident.
When asked why he hadn’t chosen
to wait for better conditions, Bryce’s
defensive stoicism gave way to rage.
“What, and wait for Little Tommy
to find another damn rattlesnake?” he

shouted before running away into the
prairie.
Nine-year-old Little Tommy, the
youngest member of the wagon party,
admitted that trouble does seem to find
him:
“Since leaving Independence Landing
I have been bitten eight times by seven
different rattlesnakes. I understand Pa
not wanting to leave me idle. When I’m
not messin’ with snakes, I’m spookin’
the mules. But I’m usually messin’ with
snakes.”
Abigail Longfellow, child of Bryce and
Mary and sibling to Joe and Tommy, was
overcome by despair after the disastrous
quad crossing.
“If this is what’s come of us crossing
North Quad, when we try to cross Todd
Field, we’ll surely drown!” Abigail said as
she wept. Sobbing, she shook her head
with distress and regret. “We shouldn’t
have bought so many biscuits.”
At press time, the entire Longfellow
family had died of dysentery.

Combat Zone writers are Claudia Elsenbast and Hanna Woods. Linnea Stoll is the Combat Zone editor. Pseudonyms have historically been used by Combat Zone writers. We want to keep this
tradition and credit writers by name in order to promote transparency. Our intent is to make people laugh and to provoke people to think critically.
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KUPS to host mixing and music production
workshops with local female powerhouses
By Brynn Svenningsen
“It’s no secret that electronic music
is a cis dudes’ club. I don’t mean to
knock the output of all cis dudes;
I’m passionate about the music a lot
of them make, and hold really high
respect for many cis dude organizers,
bookers, DJs, etc. While the exclusion
of queer, trans, femme and AFAB
people is not always willful, there is
absolutely a glass door to involvement
with this music,” DJ and artist Louise
Croff Blake said. “AFAB” means
“assigned female at birth.”
Blake’s
words
highlight
the
importance of the upcoming DJing
and Production workshops between
the campus radio station (90.1 FM The
Sound) and the Seattle organization
TUF. The workshops are specifically
designed for University of Puget
Sound students who identify as female,
nonbinary, or transgender and will offer
an opportunity for beginners to learn
the basics of DJing and production.
One workshop is called “CDJ 101” and
will be run by Blake, who has been a
DJ for over eight years (including at
KUPS) and primarily plays house and
techno music. The other workshop,
“Intro to Production,” will be run by
DJ Madi Levine, who performs under
the name IVVY. The workshops will
run simultaneously on March 31 from
2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
TUF is an intersectional female,

nonbinary, and trans collective with
headquarters located in Seattle. TUF
is focused on celebrating and fostering
collaboration between its members,
who range from curators to sound
engineers to dancers and designers. The
TUF organization focuses on electronic
media and works with its volunteers to
do creative projects and community
outreach like the workshops that will
be held on campus.
“TUF has acted as an incubator and
resource for so much local talent, and
many of our members learned to DJ
or produce through our own events
and inter-collaboration. Personally, I
choose to not take an organizing role,
but I love volunteering on various
projects. ... For me, TUF is part of
what makes Seattle feel like home,”
Blake said.
The workshops each offer different
things and give beginners a good
chance to try something new out. The
CDJ 101 workshop will hash out the
basics of the equipment and will give
a brief history of CDJ. Then there will
be information on the anatomy of how
to prepare your music, the how-tos
of beat-matching, and on crafting a
transition between two tracks.
“Though I started my career as a
radio DJ, my inspiration has always
been rooted in my love of dance floors.
... Now, as I continue to learn about

the history of this genre in terms of
its intersection with queer and POC
spaces, I realize how important it is
to continue creating safe and radical
spaces in the underground. I place huge
weight on being a visibly queer artist
in Seattle, in part to show other people
with disenfranchised identities that it’s
possible for them to hold control over
those spaces, too. At the end of the
day, while DJing is the love of my life,
I care more about the prosperity of a
diverse, safe, radical underground than
about my individual career,” Blake said.
The second workshop, Intro to
Production, is focused on giving
people the information needed to start
channeling their interests in music into
actual music-making. The workshop
will go over audio vs. midi, syncing
hardware, controlling hardware with
a laptop or DAW (digital audio
workstation) and will include time to
experiment with some production gear.
“Having TUF members Louise Croff
Blake (DJ Bricks; additionally, a UPS
alum!) and Madi Levine (IVVY ) doing
the workshops is so special because
they are both prominent artists in
Seattle’s electronic scene who are
willing to come to campus and teach
us the very basics of their crafts. It is
a great opportunity to learn the basics
from professionals in an all-inclusive
setting — I know I’m excited for it,”

KUPS electronic music director Val
Bauer said.
Bauer has been organizing the
collaboration with TUF for a period
of five months in order to bring this
exciting opportunity to campus.
“As a female-identified person with
a love for electronic music, I was
immediately interested in working
with them. In my experience (as well
as many others’), DJing and music
production are often realms dominated
by men and it can be difficult to get
your foot in the door. A major goal
for me this year in my position was to
make electronic music more accessible
to female/trans/nonbinary students, so
I was super excited to get the chance
to work alongside TUF in making this
event possible,” Bauer added.
If you are interested in learning more
about the workshop, you can read more
on the KUPS 90.1 FM The Sound’s
Facebook page. The workshops can
each hold a maximum capacity of 10
people and spots are available on a
first-come, first-serve basis. When
signing up, keep in mind that this
workshop is meant to provide access
for primarily female, nonbinary and
transgender individuals.

Local Album Reviews
By Evan Welsh

Mount Eerie: “Now Only”

Released March 16
For Fans Of: “A Crow Looked At Me,” sad music, “Songs
of Love and Hate”-era Leonard Cohen
Phil Elverum is a fairly large figure in the
Washington music scene. He has released a myriad of
what many would call classic albums from his home
in Anacortes under the names The Microphones and
Mount Eerie. The story surrounding “Now Only” and
Elverum’s previous album, “A Crow Looked At Me,”
is also, at this point, fairly well-known throughout
the underground music community. Elverum lost his
wife in mid-2016 to cancer and has devoted his last
two albums to dealing with his grief the only way he
has stated to know how: by creating art.
While “A Crow Looked At Me” depicted the
epicenter of Elverum’s grief, a heart-wrenching, gutpunching, bleak and bare listen, “Now Only” sees
Elverum slightly further removed, in the space just
beyond the acceptance of death, learning to exist dayto-day in the aftermath.
“Now Only” features a greater variety in
instrumentation even though the finger-plucked
guitar remains the album’s central sound, backing
Elverum’s stream-of-consciousness vocal delivery.
This album is also longer than Elverum’s previous
release despite having five fewer tracks. The songs
on “Crow” felt short and stilted by the overwhelming
feeling of grief that devours people in trauma’s early
stages. The longer songs on “Now Only” display
Elverum with more time to process the realities of
his life after his wife’s passing.
The added room to breathe in “Now Only” allows for
an album that, while still heartbreaking, confronts the
realities of living after loss and even offers occasional
jokes and a much more substantial feeling of hope.
“Now Only” is available at pwelverumandsun.
bandcamp.com
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Thunderwerld: “Movies”

Released February 4
For Fans Of: DIY Indie Rock, soundtracks, albums
built for the shuffle button, weird stuff
First things first: this album is massive. It has 75
tracks and is over 2 1/2 hours long. Thunderwerld’s
bandcamp page claims this project is “incomplete
and unfinished” and recommends listeners to jump
around the track listing.
“Movies” is a greatly varied project, with some
tracks that are heavy, fast and loud while others are
quiet and building. Some of the tracks are guitarfocused and others synthesizers, but the glue holding
everything together is the album’s DIY and lofi feeling. A certain type of nostalgia and sincerity
swarms this album, giving it a warmth that I’ve found
pretty remarkable.
I know this is an album that will not be for
everyone, but I do believe it will win over the hearts
of those interested in something just slightly strange.
Thunderwerld has created a DIY Bandcamp rock
soundtrack for a day in the life and the epic lo-fi
collage of every poor-quality home film stored in
your parents’ house.
“Movies” is available at thunderwerld.bandcamp.com

Generifus: “Free Ways”

Released March 9
For Fans Of: iji, Deer Tick, Bob Dylan-y vocal delivery
Generifus is an Olympia-based singer-songwriter
whose laid-back indie-folk sound feels quite
comfortable in the contemporary landscape of rock
to chill out to. Songs from this new album, “Free
Ways,” wouldn’t feel out of place on a Spotify-curated
playlist with artists like Mac Demarco and Seattle
peers iji, whose members actually play and sing on
the album.
The man behind Generifus, Spencer Sult,
delivers vocals reminiscent of Bob Dylan or The
War On Drugs’ Adam Granduciel. The album’s
instrumentation sounds like a folk-rock band rolling
through a festival set and has the slight alt-country
tinge that groups like Deer Tick are known for.
Generifus has created a wonderfully chilled-out
album and there is a calm summer breeze feeling to
“Free Ways” that will make it the perfect record for
road trips home after this academic year is through.
“Free Ways” is available now at generifus.bandcamp.
com
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Pussy Riot perform in Seattle and confound
expectations
By Evan Welsh

I showed up to Pussy Riot’s
performance at the Vera Project unsure
of what I was going to see. The original
lineup for the night, posted on the wall,
read, “9:00-9:30: Speaker; 10:00-10:45:
Pussy Riot; 11:00-12:00 Nadya DJ
set.” I wandered around for less than
five minutes, stopping momentarily to
listen to the DJ on stage. After walking
away from the stage, lightly chuckling
at the underwater screensavers the DJ
was using as visuals, I returned to the
lineup posting only to find a large red
“X” slashed through the text. A new set
of times was written in the same red
marker: “Show: 8:30-11:00.” This of
course, only furthered my uncertainty
of what I was in for.

Pussy Riot is the Russian feministactivist collective that has become
famous worldwide for its protest
of Vladimir Putin and subsequent
arrest at Moscow’s Christ the Savior
Cathedral in early 2012. Their trial
caught the attention of the world and
two of the three members arrested for
hooliganism, Nadezhda Tolokonnikova
and Maria Alyokhina, remained in
prison until December 2013.
The collective has since fractured
slightly, existing more as a political
ideal than as an actual collaboration
of its original members. A diminished
group, including Tolokonnikova and
Alyokhina, demonstrated and was
whipped by cossacks at the Sochi
Olympics in 2014.
Alyokhina has since released a book
and staged a play she co-wrote about
her experience with Pussy Riot and

in prison. She was recently criticized
after in late 2017 it was unearthed that
she was dating Dmitry Enteo, a famed
former member of a Russian far-right
group called “God’s Will.”
Since 2014, Tolokonnikova has
released an EP under the Pussy Riot
name and created an interactive
art show that was criticized for its
location at a gallery owned by Charles
Saatchi, who had been photographed
assaulting his former wife in 2013.
After performing for the first time in
America in December 2017, the group
announced their first U.S. tour, with
two Seattle dates on the docket.
The way the tour was announced,
I, as stated previously, was unsure
of what exactly I had bought tickets
to experience. Because of this, I was
not sure what to make of the people
wandering into the crowd with their
balaclavas at the ready. Were they a part
of the show or just enthusiastic fans?
About half an hour into the unnamed
DJ’s set, Tolokonnikova came and sat
onstage, looking through her phone
while the DJ finished what was left
of his 45-minute set of house- and
industrial-dance-music-soaked beats.
After a short waiting period following
the end of the DJ set, Tolokonnikova
and the unnamed DJ returned to
the stage with their own brightlycolored balaclavas. Their set began
with “Organs” off the 2016 “xxx” EP.
Audience members who had not
followed the group since their court
proceedings, unaware of the new spin
towards the electronic pop and punk
genres Tolokonnikova had taken the
“band” in, were, based on conversations
I heard after the show, somewhat
surprised by the songs presented.
The music throughout the night
was a mixture of songs in Russian
and English, with some tracks that
were released previously and others
that hadn’t been. While every song
was enjoyable, the beats in particular,
formed with heavy influence from
recent movements in hip-hip, pop and
electro-punk, were great. The music,
of course, was less important than the
message.
Near the beginning of the
performance, Tolokonnikova said that
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Pussy Riot was really a “fake music
collective,” and that what we were
witnessing was more of a political
rally than a music concert. Most lyrics
for every track were projected behind
the group with accompanying videos
ranging from Russian cops dancing in
the snow to further imagery from old
computer programs not dissimilar to
images shown at vaporwave shows.
The lyrics took shots at the Russian
and American political systems with
messages of disagreement with harsh
police forces, unlawful incarceration,
and of course, each country’s current
political leader. This included an audio
interlude of breaking news that Donald
Trump had been impeached as well as a
performance of the group’s song “Make
America Great Again.” There was also
a discussion of the recent Russian
presidential election that saw Vladimir
Putin placed in power for another sixyear term. The audience was treated
to images asking Virgin Mary to “get
rid of Putin” and declaring the group’s
own intention to fight over the next six
years.
The politically-charged evening ended
with the performance of “Straight
Outta Vagina,” a song with the chorus,
“Don’t play stupid / Don’t play dumb

/ Vagina’s where you’re really from.”
As the song reached its conclusion,
Tolokonnikova asked for people with
vaginas to join her on stage. A group of
people, all seemingly female-identified
(though I obviously cannot say for sure),
raced to the stage and began dancing.
Tolokonnikova waved a transgender
pride flag adorned with the words
“pussy is the new dick.” All of this, of
course, leads to questions about Pussy
Riot’s feminism and intersectionality
and its inclusion of members of the
nonbinary community.
Neither the possible cis-forefronted
feminism that the group is sometimes
accused of, or the group’s somewhat
spotted past of ideological consistency
seemed to negatively affect the crowd’s
enjoyment of the performance. Even if
the details of Pussy Riot’s politics seem
slightly muddled or flawed, the larger
political ideals presented, those in
support of non-oppressive governments
and equal rights for all, seemed to
create a space where people of all ages
and many gender representations felt
comfortable in coming together to
dance and shout in the face of deeply
upsetting socio-political times.

All are welcome to indulge in the trials of Trivia Night
By Parker Bar r y

Our team name was “Heidegger says
we should spend more time in graveyards
because death is the ONLY promise in
life.” Heidegger is a 20th-century German
existentialist philosopher. I was feeling
existential and decided to make everyone
at trivia night (every other Thursday at 6
p.m. in Wyatt 101) jump on the death-isthe-only-promise-in-life train.
The mood at trivia night last Thursday
was a bit bleak. It seemed that all of the
students just wanted to get in, answer
the questions, and get out. The just-getit-done attitude was kind of strange; it
is, after all, something that is supposed
to be fun, right? Usually the energies are
high and people are yelling, joking and
raising their fists to the sky in a motion of
despair. This time I was told to be quiet by
one of the heads of History Club, which
was detrimental to my already fragile and
inconsistent ego.
“We had a small turnout tonight because
of the time change — we changed our time
from 7 to 6 on Thursdays so we lost some
of our people that are ... frequent flyers,”

Justin Loye, one of the leaders of History
Club and a junior at the University of
Puget Sound, said.
Sophomore Bennett Johnson and junior
Anna Stenson were on my team and
it turned out that Anna Stenson was
weirdly good at trivia. It was due to her
trivia knowledge and overall intellectual
gumption that our team got second-to-last
place. This was exciting but also a little
disappointing because I have gotten last
place at trivia night every Thursday since I
started going and I am very proud of that
fact. Being last is almost like being first —
at least in last place you are uniquely worse
than everyone rather than just thrown in
with the other mediocre trivia players.
“It was less intimidating than I thought it
would be but also harder than I thought it
would be,” Johnson said.
The questions at trivia night are incredibly
difficult if you are a normal, sane person.
The leaders, senior Nick Kulawiak and
Loye, would have you believe that they
aren’t that difficult, giving you looks of
patronizing disapproval to match your

look of manic confusion. Some of the
questions last week were: “What US city
do these things represent,” accompanied
by a picture of a woman’s gaping mouth
and a little forest mouse. The answer was
Boca Raton … how was I supposed to
get that? Another question was “What
philosopher thought that humanity
would end with ‘the life of man: solitary,
poor, nasty, brutish, and short.’” For
this question I used the “phone a friend”
option (you can call a friend at the end of
the round of questions and ask them one
of the questions you couldn’t figure out).
I didn’t phone a friend; I phoned my
father, who has read every book in
existence. I call him every trivia night and
he has yet to be wrong, so maybe he should
just take my place on the “Heidegger says
we should spend more time in graveyards
because death is the ONLY promise in
life” team. As soon as I said “trivia night”
and “solitary,” my dad said, “Hobbes”
and hung up the phone. He, of course,
was right. So don’t come to trivia night
thinking it will be a breezy fun walk in the

academic park.
The questions aren’t easy and the
competition is rigorous. It is, however,
loads of fun and as long as you aren’t
set on making it to the top three it is a
truly joyful and undeniably interesting
experience. You don’t have to be a history
or humanities major to have fun!
“Here’s some things I love: I love
academics inside the classroom, but more
so, I love academics outside the classroom.
Second thing I love is competing. I love to
compete inside the classroom but more so I
love to compete outside the classroom. Do
you know what combines those two things
perfectly, meshes academics, competition,
and being outside the classroom, in Wyatt
hall nonetheless? Trivia club,” Stenson
said. I would like to point out that Stenson
said “trivia club,” which is an error because
trivia night is put on by History Club,
which does not totally add up because
the only thing History Club does is trivia
night and the trivia questions often seem
to have little or absolutely nothing to do
with history.

